(1963) Schweiz. med. Wschr. 93, 444 Williams E D & Celestin L R (1962) Thorax 17, 120 An Unusual Mediastinal Tumour Defined with Radioiodine P L Boardman MD MRCP (for R I S Bayliss mD FRCP) (Westminster Hospital, London) Woman, aged 54 The patient presented with an increase in the size of her goitre which had been present for many years. At the age of 32 she had undergone subtotal thyroidectomy for simple colloid goitre.
She was clinically euthyroid, with soft diffuse enlargement of the gland and a hard lump in the right lobe, 1 cm in diameter. X-ray revealed a large lobulated mass in the anterior mediastinum (Fig 1) . A radioiodine scan demonstrated uptake over the intrathoracic mass which was continuous with the thyroid (Fig 2) . In spite of the previous thyroidectomy the uptake was relatively greater over the right lobe, the commonest asymmetrical pattern found in normal patients (Thompson 1966, Lancet ii, 308 Operation confirmed a massive retrosternal goitre with an encapsulated colloid cyst in the right lobe. Such a cyst is unlikely to have a high iodine uptake; its small size probably prevented its detection as a cold nodule. The scan was not of help in excluding malignant change in the hard nodule in the right lobe.
